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SIBA Cask Beer Competition
Categories and Guideline Definitions

a) Standard Mild Ales 



[SMA]
· Includes Mild Ales that are typically without assertive hop bitterness
· Must be no stronger than 3.9% abv
· Typically dark brown or black in colour 
· A lighter-coloured beer may be entered in this category if
i. it is described and marketed as a Mild Ale
ii. it conforms in all other respects to the style of a Standard Mild Ale 
· Must not contain any "speciality" ingredient at a level as defined in the Speciality Beers category
b) Porters, Stouts, Old Ales and Strong Milds 
[PSO]
· Embraces a range of styles of dark beer typically stronger than for the Standard Mild Ales category and below the strength of the Premium Strong Beers category  

· Typically at least 4.0% abv and must be no stronger than 5.9% abv

· A beer below 4.0% abv may be entered in this category if 

i. it is described and marketed as a Stout or Porter

ii. it conforms to the style of a Stout or Porter, with a sufficiently assertive hop-accented palate to be unsuitable for the Standard Mild Ales category

· Stouts, Porters and Old Ales of 6.0% abv and above (Imperial Stouts etc.) should be entered into the Premium Strong Beers category

· Typically dark brown or black in colour

· An old ale of a lighter colour may be entered in either this category or the appropriate-strength Bitter category, at the discretion of the brewer

· Must not contain any "speciality" ingredient at a level as defined in the Speciality Beers category
c) Standard Bitters 




[BPA]
· Includes bitters, light ales and pale ales that are no stronger than 3.9% abv
· Embraces a range of colours, from deep bronze and copper to amber, golden and straw 
· Must not contain any "speciality" ingredient at a level as defined in the Speciality Beers category
d) Best Bitters 




[BBP]
· Includes bitters and pale ales that are 4.0% - 4.4% abv

· Embraces a range of colours as for Standard Bitters
· Must not contain any "speciality" ingredient at a level as defined in the Speciality Beers category
e) Premium Bitters 




[PBP]
· Includes bitters and pale ales that are 4.5% - 4.9% abv

· Embraces a range of colours as for Standard Bitters

· Must not contain any "speciality" ingredient at a level as defined in the Speciality Beers category 
f) Strong Bitters 




[SBP]
· Includes bitters, pale ales and IPAs that are 5.0% - 5.9% abv

· Embraces a range of colours as for Standard Bitters

· Must not contain any "speciality" ingredient at a level as defined in the Speciality Beers category
g) Speciality Beers 




[SPX]
· Embraces all types of beer that contain a non-core brewing ingredient at a level intended to impart a distinctive and discernible flavour or character

· Core brewing ingredients include barley malt and malt extract, hops and hop oils, caramel, brewing sugars, brewer's yeast, water and brewing salts, and fining agents

· Non-barley-malt grain adjuncts can count as a core ingredient, at the discretion of the brewer, if used at low levels (typically no more than 20% of the grist)
· A beer containing a non-core ingredient as defined above must be entered in this category and may not be entered in any other category, except Premium Strong Beers

· Entry forms will include space for a note explaining the speciality qualification of the beer, which can then be communicated to the judges
· Cask-conditioned Lagers, containing only core brewing ingredients, may be entered into the Speciality Beers category at the discretion of the brewer, supported by an explanatory note on the entry form confirming 'lager-style' production methods

· Must be no stronger than 5.9% abv

· Speciality Beers  of 6.0% abv and above should be entered into the Premium Strong Beers category

h) Premium Strong Beers



[PSB]
· Embraces all styles and colours of strong beer that are 6.0% abv and above, including (but not limited to) Stouts, Porters, Old Ales, Winter Warmers, IPAs, Barley Wines and Speciality Beers

