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PRESS RELEASE
Half the House of Commons Supports Power to the People Bill
Julia Goldsworthy MP calls for Government Support
322 MPs, just over half of the total 641 MPs in the House of Commons, have signed up to support the Sustainable Communities Bill, a radical new piece of legislation recently tabled by Julia Goldsworthy MP. If made law the Bill would turn politics on its head, giving powers to communities and councils to drive government policy.

Those in support include over half of all Conservative MPs, three quarters of all Labour backbenchers, almost every Liberal Democrat MP and over half of all MPs from the nationalist parties.

Julia Goldsworthy MP has called on the government to support the Sustainable Communities Bill when it reaches its next crucial stage on its way through parliament which will be on Friday 14th July.

Julia Goldsworthy MP said:

“Britain is suffering community decline. Local Post Offices, shops and businesses are closing and there are knock on environmental impacts as people are forced to drive further. Community life suffers too and people feel disengaged with politics as they have no say or power over the places where they live. 

“This Bill will give people power to make decisions which affect their local life. Society needs to be more bottom-up rather than top-down, and central government needs to take action to address the problem of community decline.  This is why I am pleased to be one of the cross-party sponsors of the Sustainable Communities Bill, which provides a positive way forward. I call on the government to support this Bill at its Second Reading on Friday 14th July.”
The Sustainable Communities Bill aims to reverse community decline - the ongoing loss of local shops, services and facilities and the knock on economic, social and environmental effects. It creates a mechanism where local people and their councils will drive government policy. Supporters say this reversal of the political process will “turn the world upside down”, with local people driving the policies on how their communities are developed or conserved.

Ron Bailey, Campaign Organiser for Local Works, the national coalition campaign behind the Bill said:

“Community decline is hitting hard everywhere - in the last decade Britain lost a fifth of its post offices, a quarter of its independent grocery stores and a quarter of its bank branches1. Local people, not civil servants in Whitehall, know best how to solve their own problems. This Bill would give those local people the power to make their own local decisions, rather than be subject to top-down policy from the centre.

“Local Works is a coalition campaign of over 60 national organisations, among them the Womens’ Institute, the National Federation of Sub-Postmasters, UNISON, Friends of the Earth and the Co-operative Group. The campaign calls upon the government to support the Sustainable Communities Bill at its Second Reading on Friday 14th July.”

1. full statistics of community decline can be found on the Local Works campaign broadsheet, contact the campaign office for a copy or download on the campaign website - www.localworks.org 
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Over 13,000 individuals, 800 local councils, 300 local organisations and 64 national organisations have signed up to support the campaign
322 MPs have signed a motion in Parliament (Early Day Motion No. 641) supporting the campaign
Campaign Coalition Members:
ACT- Active Citizens Transform,  BASSAC, British Independent Fruit Growers Association, Campaign for Community Banking Services, CAMRA, Charter 88, Christian Ecology Link, Centre for Creative Communities, Community Composting Network, Community Recycling Network, The Co-operative Group, CTC-The National Cyclists Organisation, Disability Rights Commission, The Ecology Building Society, The Ecologist Magazine,  The Ethical Property Company, FARM, Farm Retail Association, Federation of City Farms and Community Gardens, Food Links UK, Food Justice, Friends of the Earth, Green Party, Green Lib Dems, The Local Government Information Unit, Life Style Movement, Living Streets, London Wildlife Trust, National Association of Farmers Markets, National Association of Local Councils, National Association of Small Schools, National Federation of Community Organisations, National Federation of Retail Newsagents, National Federation of Sub-Postmasters, National Federation of Women’s Institutes, National Pharmacy Association, Network for Social Change, New Economics Foundation,  New Politics Network, Public and Commercial Services Union, Pub is the Hub, Resurgence Magazine, SERA, SHELTER, SIBA-Society of Small and Independent Brewers, Small and Family Farms Association, Soil Association, Sustain: the alliance for better food and farming, Sustainable Energy Partnership, Tory Green Initiative, Transport 2000, Triodos Bank, UNISON, UK Villages, ViRSA, Walter Segal Trust, Women’s Environmental Network.

The campaign has cross party support. Campaign All Party Advisors:
Gregory Barker MP (Conservative), David Drew MP (Labour), Julia Goldsworthy MP (Liberal Democrat), Elfyn Llwyd MP (Plaid Cymru), Dr Caroline Lucas MEP (Green)
















